THE POSTAL HISTORY
OF BOER PRISONERS OF
WAR ON BERMUDA

Book 12 in a series of 25

The B.L. du Plessis Philatelic Collection of Boer War Postal History

This includes the “PENKOPPE” correspondence and matters relating to the
minors who were taken captive during the Boer War. The larger number of the
minors taken captive ended up in Bermuda.



Book 12:
BERMUDA:

After the internment camps in India were filled to capacity an alternative place overseas was to be found to
house the Boer Prisoners of War captured during 1901 and towards the latter part of the War. At the end of 1901
there was about 160 000 of the Boer civilian population held in concentration camps making it necessary to
accommodate men and boys captured under arms overseas. There was a ever increasing fear by the British that
those incarcerated would escape and rejoin the War. To overcome this the POW’s were shipped to overseas camps
the last of which were the camps on the islands of Bermuda.

Preparation were afoot during April of 1901 to accommodate the Boer POW arrivals on Bermuda, which arrived
on the 26th June 19901 on the S.S. Armenian. They were accompanied by a Company of the 2nd Battalion The
Royal Warwickshire Regiment which had been withdrawn from service in South Africa. The POW’s destined for
Bermuda included a number of “Cape Rebels” who had been sentenced to life long penal servitude. They were
easily distinguishable from the rest having a special prisoner outfit with chicken spoor markings and some who
had been convicted of murder still wearing the marksman’s heart target on their clothes. They were held in a
separate barbed wire enclosure known as “Die Ramkamp” and “Special Enclosure”. The Governor of the Islands
Barker was not happy that he had these men amongst the POW’s as the convict element was disturbing to him as
he did not have the facilities for handling convicts. The majority of them (250) arrived on the Harlech Castle in
December 1901.

The following is the analysis of the arrivals:

28th June 1901 S.S. Armenian...........cccceeneeee. 963 Darrell’s and Burts Island
19th July 1901 S.S. Ranee........ccccocvevvevucnnnnne. 518 Darrell’s and Burts Island

Ist August 1901 S.S. Manila............ccoceennene. 607 Tucker’s Island

13th September 1901 S.S. Montrose................. 932 Tucker’s and Morgan’s Island
20th December 1901 S.S. Harlech Castle......... 340 Hawkins Island

17th January 1902 S.S. Montrose..................... 1259 Hawkins Island
Total.......ooooiii 4619

Darrell’s and Burts Island were the first to be occupied while Hawkins held the largest concentration of POW’s
amongst whom were children from 6 years to the age of 80 years. Tucker’s Island held those who were prepared
to take the Oath of Allegiance known amongst their colleagues as “Handsuppers” or “Kahki Boers”.

Miss Maria Outerbridge was well disposed towards the Boers. Her home was the rendezvous point for those who
attempted to escape.

Bermuda was well known for the Boer artefacts made there, especially the walking sticks and other wooden
which are highly collectible even today.



This exhibit is dedicated to the honour of COLIN BEMBOW who is well known for his study of the conditions
under which the Boer POW’s were held on Bermuda and some of his photographs and cover utilized by me in the
preparation of the exhibits. It reveals the conditions under which the POW’s lived on various Islands.

The Exhibit has had various accolades and is prepared on OPEN CLASS format.

Amongst the POW’s on Bermuda were a great number of “PENKOPPE” or minors under the age of 21 years
some of which were captured under arms fighting the Boer cause and which Penkop Correspondence is inserted
herein showing postal history addressed to “PENKOPPE” as POW’s in various camps.

The original CD’s of this collection remain filed in the research section of the British Library, Philatelic Section,
London.

BERNARD LEIGH DU PLESSIS.
STILL BAY.
2014.




















































































































































































































































































